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Public speakers 


The Abitihi-Consolidated Lecture Series brings 
top speakers to Concordia and the public * by Marc Losier 


Concordia’s Homecoming week since 1994. The free lecture series has 
brought world renowned figures to the University — including the late 
novelist Mordecai Richler, newspaper columnist Diane Francis and comedian 
Rick Mercer — to speak to students, alumni and members of the Montreal 
community. 
Its history dates back to the early 1980s, when Canadian pulp and 
paper company Consolidated-Bathurst made two donations to 
y Concordia of $150,000 and $100,000, in 1983 and 1985, to help 
lure respected Canadian figures to the institution. The company 
; ‘ believed that a free lectureship would both enhance the 
>: 
~é 


4 Y he dynamic Abitibi-Consolidated Lecture Series has often been part of 


University’s public profile and have a lasting impact on 
' students — if the right people came. 
§ , By 1987, management of the series had been established. 
: The donation was to be used as an endowment that would 
pay speaker fees and other compensatory costs through its 
incurred interest. It would also run for a minimum of 10 
\ years under the title of the Consolidated-Bathurst Visiting 
\ Lecture Series. Years later, the series’ 
7 name would be altered due to changes 
f in the initial benefactor’s ownership, 
but new management always gave 
Concordia carte blanche over the 
5 content of the lectures, says Gary 
Milton, Concordia’s Director of Research, 


Child rights activist Craig Kielberger gave an impassioned talk at the 2006 Abitibi-Consolidated Lecture. 
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and accomplishments related to fundraising and volunteerism. Your investment in Concordia is vitally important. 
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help build and maintain Concordia’s infrastructure. 
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to Concordia, please contact the Office of Advancement & Alumni Relations, 514-848-2424 ext. 4856, 
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Public speakers continued... 


who chaired the series’ committee 
from 1994 to 2003. It is currently 
named after Montreal based 
company Abitibi-Consolidated, 
following a merger in 1997. 

While impassioned visits by 
environmentalist David Suzuki in 
1994 and Lieutenant-General Roméo 
Dallaire in 2003 drew national media 
coverage, the series remains more 
than publicity for the University. It is 
an innovative and important forum 
for intelligent discourse between the 
guest speaker, academic community 
and the public at large. 

Dallaire’s appearance was more of 
an intimate talk than a lecture, and 
those in attendance were impressed 
by his generosity. The press conference 
was covered nationally. 

California-born grassroots 
fundraiser and activist Kim Klein 
will open Homecoming 2007 at the 
Abitibi-Consolidated Lecture on 
September 27. Klein has a long 
history with Concordia’s Institute in 
Management and Community 
Development's Summer Program 
and has recently accepted a seven- 
month residency at the Institute, 
to begin January 2008. She is the 
author of Fundraising for the Long 
Haul and Fundraising for Social 
Change, which has become a bible 
for non-profit and other organizations 
looking to raise funds. 

More than 20 years after 
Consolidated-Bathurst’s principal 
endowment, the Abitibi-Consolidated 
Lecture Series remains vibrant. 

As the Lecture Series continues to 
evolve — the future may includes 
podcasts, televised lectures and 
online streaming — the next 20 
years should prove even more 
interesting. 

For more information on the 
Abitibi-Consolidated Lecture Series 
and Homecoming 2007, visit 
alumni.concordia.ca. 


Women's sports legend 


The Theresa Humes Hockey Scholarship and Theresa Humes Invitational 
Tournament honour a women’s athletics pioneer + by Marc Losier 


s women’s sports at 
A Concordia continue to grow, 
it is difficult to imagine its 


progress today without Theresa 
Humes, the director of women’s 
athletics at the University from 1978 
to 1985. 

When Humes, the mother of 11, 
took over the department in the 
late ‘70s, women’s athletics were 
underfunded and perceived as 
several rungs below the men’s. “It 
was very recreational,” explains 
Humes’s close friend Les Lawton, 
coach of the Concordia Stingers 
women’s hockey team since 1982. 
“The women took it seriously, but it 


was more of a social setting than an 
athletic setting.” 

Humes was bothered that the male 
athletes played with top sports gear, 
travelled by bus and booked into 
hotels for games and competitions, 
while their female counterparts 
struggled. New equipment? Rarely. 
Dressing rooms? Sometimes. However, 
these inequalities would eventually 
disappear under her leadership. 

She made sure that “women be 
treated properly,” Lawton says, and 
soon, access to first-rate equipment, 
dressing rooms and training facilities 
became the norm. 

Even though she oversaw women’s 


HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENT = 
CHAMPIONS 
1993 4 


Paul Harsko 


Theresa Humes, left, and team captain Lynn-Ann Mageau celebrate the Stingers’ 
victory of the 1993 Theresa Humes Women’s Hockey Tournament. Humes, Concordia’s 
director of women’s athletics from 1978 to 1985, had a special place for women’s 
hockey. “I think she liked the personality of the team, and it was a sport that was just 
coming into its own,” says coach Les Lawton. 


Scholarship recipient, excels on the ice and in class, while also working part-time. 


soccer, cheerleading and various 
intramural sports, Humes’s interest 
focussed mainly on women’s hockey. 
One of her crowning achievements 
was the expansion of Concordia’s 
annual invitational women’s hockey 
tournament from four to eight teams 
in the early ’80s. In short order, the 
tournament drew women’s teams 
from across North America and 
Europe, a pioneering move that 
significantly enhanced the sport's 
level of competition and development, 
eventually helping its entry into the 
Winter Olympics in 1998. 

The invitational, now in its 41st 
year, was renamed the Theresa 
Humes Invitational Tournament in 
her honour in 1985. Today it’s 
considered the most prestigious 
tournament of its kind in North 
America, and has brought global 
recognition to women’s athletics at 
Concordia. Several future Olympians 
have played for the Stingers or 
participated in the competition with 
other teams. 

The hockey tournament isn’t her 
only named legacy at Concordia. On 
Humes’s 80th birthday in 2005, her 
children surprised her with the 
creation of the Theresa Humes 
Hockey Scholarship. The $2,500 


annual bursary was jointly developed 
by Lawton, current director of 
athletics Katie Sheehan and Humes’ 
family, and is awarded annually to a 
female hockey player who excels 
both academically and athletically. 

It was important to the family that 
the scholarship go to a hockey 
player, says Theresa’s son, Bill 
Humes,“because she was so close 
to the hockey team.” So far the 
family has raised over $50,000 for 
the bursary. 

This year’s award went to fourth- 
year psychology student Rose Healy. 
“She’s someone who’s basically been 
on her own while working part-time 
jobs, and has done very well in 
school,” says Healy’s coach Les 
Lawton.”“We were very proud to able 
to give her the award.” 

Theresa Humes was inducted into 
the Concordia Sports Hall of Fame 
in 2000, and while she has been 
retired for some time, female athletes 
at Concordia will always benefit 
from her contribution. 


For more information on donating 
to Concordia, contact the Office of 
Advancement & Alumni Relations, 
514-848-2424 ext. 4856, 
alumni@alcor.concordia.ca. 


WDonate Online 


http://giving.concordia.ca/makeagift/ 


Donors to Concordia can direct 
their gifts to a wide variety of 
campaigns and giving options, on 
a yearly basis or over a multi-year 
commitment. Here is the list of 
current University campaigns: 


= Student Support, including the 
Adopt-a-Student program, to 
provide scholarships, fellowships 
and bursaries to outstanding and 
needy students 

= Faculty Priorities, to address 
the specific needs of students, 
researcher and faculty members in 
Concordia’s four academic faculties: 
- Arts and Science 

- Engineering & Computer Science 
- Fine Arts 

- John Molson School of Business 
= Concordia Libraries, for 
acquisitions and expansion 
= Recreation and Athletics, 
towards the expansion of our 
facilities and the needs of Concordia’s 
student athletes 

= Loyola Refectory Restoration 
Campaign, to restore the elegant 
Loyola Campus Refectory 

= Loyola or Sir George Williams 
Initiatives, including the Loyola 
Alumni Association Educational 
Grant and the Association of 
Alumni of Sir George Williams 
Endowment Fund 
= Institute in Management and 
Community Development, 
towards the Concordia program 
that teaches the management of 
community and grassroots 


organizations. 
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President's Circle goes green 


Concordia celebrates its donors with an emphasis on sustainability 


he theme was green at this 
year’s President’s Circle 

Cocktail Reception, as some 
of Concordia’s young leaders 
enthusiastically demonstrated to 
more than 100 President's Circle 
members how the University is at 
the vanguard of sustaining our 
environment. 

The President’s Circle includes 
more than 250 donors who gave 
between $2,000 and $19,999 to the 
University in 2006-07. The reception 
was held on the 11th floor of the 
Engineering, Computer Science and 


Visual Arts Integrated Complex, June 5. 


Concordia President Claude 
Lajeunesse reported that the 
Concordia has ranked as the most 
energy efficient university among 
the six largest universities in Quebec 
for the past nine years. He also 
described how privileged he was 
to be able to present a Concordia 
honorary doctorate to former United 
States Vice-President Al Gore on 
behalf of the University in April. 
Gore was in town to speak at the 
Youth Action Montreal Summit: 
Less Talk More Action, a three-day 
conference dealing with climate 
change. 

Kathy Assayag, Vice-President 
of the Office of Advancement & 
Alumni Relations, told guests that 
green activities have become a 
priority at the University, and she 
introduced three presenters who 
exemplify how the University 
walks the walk. 

Jenn Davis, Concordia’s 
Sustainability Coordinator, and 
Chantal Beaudoin, Environmental 
Coordinator of R4 Concordia 
(Rethink, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle), 
outlined some of the ways the 
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Concordia’s Sustainability Coordinator Jenn Davis proudly illustrated to President’s 


Circle members, June 5, how the University is ecologically and socially responsible. 


University has become more 
ecologically and socially responsible, 
such as by partnering with the City 
of Montreal on environmental 
projects, hosting the Blueprints for 
Change Sustainability Festival, 
reducing energy consumption and 
waste across campus, and making 
the new John Molson School of 
Business building LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental 
Design) certified. 

Louise Hénault Ethier, the R4 
Concordia Composting Coordinator, 
explained her efforts in setting up 


the Hall Building’s greenhouse — 
home to 5 million earthworms — 
and reported that Concordia 
students voted to pay 25 cents per 
credit for five years to support a 
Sustainability Action Fund. 

The President’s Circle members 
received small Hosta plants, free 
trade coffee and reusable shopping 
bags as gifts, small reminders of 
how Concordia is committed to 
sustaining our future. 

For more information, visit 
sustainable.concordia.ca and 
r4.concordia.ca. 
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